THE DISPUTK WITH SPAIN
573
»Ust follow: it conld not be avoided without disgrace to one cle- or the olher.1 This rigid attitude prepares UH for the art which the D»kc played in the dispute with Russia nine lonlhs liiU:r.
In this case 1'iVL vigrml wilh him, apparently bccivusc Vhc oint at i.sHUi! concerned our interests niul our honour far more duly. UuU-ecl the. luuc tif the Spanish replies left small hope f peace. Count Klnriclablancn protested against, the Urili.sh uinmuL that full reparation inu.st be made to (ho victims of 'aplain Marline/-, before the Spanish clnlniH could be con-dured. " This Spanish Minister," wrote Merry from Madrid on 4lli May, " in persuaded that we have at all evenly taken the .:solulion uf breaking with this country.... Our tone of language -> llilu Court ht: rcpresnU.s as iiisu(Terablc,and while on his part « .still wi.Hbun to preserve peace, he seems to think that Spain 'ill unavoidably be driven to the necessity of defending her-sir." Spain, be adds, was arming twenty-five warships, and ad already Iwo MtpiadroiiH at .sci*.1
Her prcUHisfnns appear in the despatch of the Spanish invi'mnrof M^xii'n.diiU'il MCXH'.U, i Uh May 171)0. After aiming liul he hiul rcltsi'ifd Ihr " Argonaut" and " I'rinceMs Royal" i uidtT Ui luiuul.uii lunuuMiy with Knp.huid, he. i-ruuu'ked that iliirliiK1/. bail " at trd agu-tsdily in the laws and royal onlinancos, ,'hit'h nut Didy alnolutrly pmhibit iiny kind of iiiivigiilinii.cHtiib-iMbinenl, or oniiiiinvr "f (circigiu'rH on our South Sea (\iii.sU of iolh Americas, hut nifivuvrr strictly command they be looked .f)un tin ik't'laretl cncinic',, without conMitieriiig such treatment
hronch of nalional lailh or contravention of the trcatica of WACO." VVhnirr it Tullowcd lhat Marline/, might wilh impunity uive bango«l Mfarcs, I'ulneil, nnd their crewH on his ynrdnrms. riu-m: claims wt-rt* tlnii endorsed in Die Spanish circular note of Ib June, vvhicrli hiinnl thfin on the Treaty oflflrecht (1713):
It iilttti upprnrN that, in npiir uf oV uiifinpu nF J.OIMO rttlvcnlurt-rfi mid lirati-H (if vitriuii-) oalion-i on ihr S|htinp<li coinh nf I In* iiaitl South Sen rid llw ndjni'i-ut iilaiu)1'. S|t.un Imi I'linliMiU'd lirr piiitt-NNinn, rrrnvcr-Hf( whul hai bi-4'ii I'lulr.tvniiii-d l« In- ttMirpt-d frnin her, and |u Unrniin^ nr iht'i jmrpiwr ihr nt*frvt.uy (ri*Hmt»ilirii iu»l vnyrt^vi, liy tlu- uu-tuin if which [iiul ttl' rt-pi-.th'd .t'iri 'ihr h.iv pri'icrvnl IUT iliimininii, nf fhirh -ilu- II.IN iihvay.t fiudi!i'<hrd mut li U "tinti'i, wliirli n .ifli in (ihifi-N In: ni-.itc'.t in i\\i- Kii'''ti*ut c'fii,ili|iihriu'iil't iu liul juirl of tin- wnrUt.
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